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The relevance of the research is stipulated by the fact that economic activity on inland waterways has 
been playing a key role in the life support of society for centuries. The author notes that an inland 
waterway transport had come into decline since independence due to the negligence of the legislator. A 
recovery of various types of business activities on inland waterways causes a need to clarify the 
understanding of terms such as “economic activity in the sphere of inland waterway transport”. Within 
the science of economic law, a comprehensive study of legislation regulating business activity in inland 
waterway transport has not yet been conducted. Therefore, theoretically remain valid questions about the 
system, inland water transport infrastructure, the definition of economic activity in the inland waterway 
and its principles, and more. A task to define an economic activity in the area of inland waterway 
transport is stated before the author. It is noted that this category could be considered only in the light of 
the theory of economic law. The separation of waterway transport in the Classification of types of 
economic activities is investigated and the proposals for improvement of legislation are given. The 
problems of definition of economic activity in the area of inland waterway transport are considered on the 
examples from a current legislation and in the light of future legislative changes. The author concludes 
that the economic activity in the sphere of inland waterway transport is a public helpful activity of 
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business entities in the field of inland waterway transport, which includes the provision of shipping by 
inland waterways for passengers, baggage, and mail, as well as providing other kinds of transport services 
(such as activities of ports/terminals/berths, loading/unloading, pilotage, navigation, and more). It is 
emphasized that it is not reasonable to use the category “public inland waterways” in the definition of 
economic activity in the sphere of inland waterway transport because current economic relations foresee 
to be conducted on the waters that are in private ownership. The author also provided a classification of 
economic activities in the sphere of inland waterway transport on several criteria: the subject and the 
criterion of crossing a border.
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