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The article analyses problems of appraisal concepts in the administrative legislation of 
Ukraine. The author focuses attention on the presence of a significant amount of various 
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appraisal concepts in the administrative legislation of Ukraine, the lack of criteria of 
their assessment that makes a negative influence on law enforcement, stipulates for a 
variety of approaches to the assessment of one and the same appraisal concept, 
manifestation of free discretion. Analysis of samples of the project legislation shows 
that the appraisal concepts continue to retain their place in the future, which determines 
the search for optimal ways of formulating them and fixing the criteria (standards) for 
their evaluation. This will help to unify the evaluation of relevant concepts, improve the 
effectiveness of the application of administrative legislation. The author proposes to 
determine the name of such concepts, analyses the available options, and justifies the 
appropriateness of using the term “appraisal concepts in administrative legislation”. 
Using general theoretical developments and emphasizing the specifics of the 
administrative legislation, the author proposes the classification division of appraisal 
concepts in administrative legislation by using a variety of criteria. Search for optimal 
ways of the normative formulation of appraisal concepts in the administrative 
legislation and their effective application. The paper proposes focusing on the subject-
matter of assessment, the subjects of assessment, and the standards of evaluation.

The paper formulates several proposals, namely: maximum use of the resource of legal 
terminology with the minimization of the inclusion of multivalued, foreign-language 
(“calf”), obsolete words, neologisms, professionalisms; minimization of the use of 
“appraisal concepts with zero degree of specification”; as a mandatory rule of rule-
making, introduction of the concretization of the appraisal concept, if formulated, or in 
the same legislative normative act; coordination of the name and criteria for evaluating 
the same concept in sectoral and in general in the national legislation; as an optimal 
variant of the concretization of the appraisal concept in administrative law; for the 
definition of criteria for its evaluation there is suggested a mandatory normative 
enumeration of its typical characteristics. The paper formulates several proposals for 
improving the quantitative and qualitative features of administrative legislation and 
practices of its application, including with an emphasis on the appropriateness of using 
the resource of interpretative acts.

Key words: administrative legislation, criteria, appraisal concept, subject-matter, subject, 
standards, application, formulation, effectiveness.
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